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Saints Freedom 


From TYR ANNY 


VINDICATED: 


The Power of Pagan Ceſars, and Ancichriſti- 
an Kings Examined, and they Condemned 
 by-the Prophets a1td' Apolties, as ro Ma- 
2iſtrares of G d co:be obeyed-by:Saints for 
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The Coppy of an Anſwer, to. 8 Private Letter ; whereid the Civil 
*Þk Pagati and Agtichtiſtian'Starps1sſoberly debated, and 


- thECkitef/01-mam ts for” Saints 'SubjeRtion to them, is 
anſwWered'with naych te} Brevity and Plainneſs ; and now 
brought forth for the Conſideration of others A" \VEts 


—_—— 
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tp HIL, By a Lover of TRUTH. * 26. 4- gag. 
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Jam. 4412, There js one«» Lawgover, 'who 1s able to Save ai t- 
Soy. Coe" ; 


Iſa. 1, 26, 27. And 1 will 'reflore thy Fudges 4s at the firſt, and thy 
Connſellofrs 45 at the beginning : &c. ia. 19, 27, Ezck, 21. 26, 
27. Lech. 14. 9. G 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader, 
1 Courteous Reader, = 


- | [vine Conpmund} put into AG, or Gods revealed Will and Pla-19-1,",&6, 
Laws put into Execntion,. gave Being, Uſefulneſs and 0 

. Braxty to the whole Creation; when Gods Will 1s done by 

. Men on Eearth ( as by the eAngels in Heaven ) Gods Hat. 6. 10. 

Kingdom, Rule,and Government #5 then come 1n this War{d, 45 pro- | 

miſed, pricyetl far and expeited by Believers... | 

 W#hen:Jchovab bad perfetted bys fix days" work of the Creation, 

bt looked over all that be had made, and ſaw that 1: was very good ; "4. 

but Mans diſobedience to that Law which God gave to him,brought GCN. 3.17418, 

the Curſe upon Man, and upon the Ground for Mans ſake, ſo that n 

darkneſs, diſorder, ſorrow and. death bath been the fruits of Mans 

fin; \ This Carſe was im ſome: meaſure abated ,. and reſtrained 

by. Gods \grace in-the promiſed « Meſſtas ; and when God had 

Freely choſen and called Abraham, «nd promiſed to him; That the Geri.r2.r,2,1. 

Meiſias ( ix the fl:h) ſhould come of his Seed, God after gather. Mar. 1, 1, ; 

ed Iſrael into Covenant with himſelf, ( and beſides the Ceremoni.. Ex04. 19 4,5, 

al Law for Worſhip) God alſo renewed the Morral Law, ( or. Law F<1 

of Nate) bythe hand of Moſes, that I{rael bad written L4ws ;, &c. apd.” 

for the well ardering of every P.rſm,and Family, whether as Mem- Ch-p.':1. 22, 

Pay Families, Church or State, Under this Divine Government *31*4»*55XC. 

or Bodies, and Souls, Iſrael enjoyed the preſence and proteflions 

God Almighty in the midſt of $0 drama ken ttes/ Deur wo 

el kept cloſe.to Gods Laws and: Government in Church and: State, *Cliton. 18:2, 

God kept cloſe to Iſracly end mas.their ſafety, peace and glory, + * Ly 

. But as Adam ar firſt, IſraelLufter.(4n their tie). brake Covenant Jer. 2. 17, 18, 

with God, and Gol gave them up into the hands of beaſtly brnitiſh- 7 

heathen Kingryoy States, to mt them know what a ſad and bitter 

thisg ut was to depart from God, Iitacl brcame Gods viſible Pro- E " | 

ple ly-ifpble Cavinant, as a Ghurcb,and\45 a State, mhereinthey , - 9g TJ 

prom ſed, Obedience and Subjcition, ihe way of a Marriage Cove- ſer. 3. 14. 

| zek 16s. 38; 

charged Iſracl and Judab, for adu/tery, whoredow, and breaking Hol, 1.2, . 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
Jer. 3. 8. the Bond of Wedlock,, and at laſt gave them a Bill of Divorce and 
Hof. 2.2. left bis viſible Protettion of them, In the latter-part of the Jewiſh 
Gen. 49. 10. opprefſed State, God fulfilled Old Jacob's Propheſie of Chriſt, and 
ſent forth bis Son Jeſus Chriſt into the World, and laid the Govern. 
Iſ2. 9. 6. ment upon hus Shoulders, When Chriſt was inveſted imto bis Medi- 


ory Authority, he founded the New Teſtament State, or the 

ingdom of God, or the Kingdom of Heaven, or the Hedventy 

Kingdom, Rule and Government of God upon Earth, in viſible Be- 

Mat.16.19,20. lievers ; and as King, ordained Laws, Ordinances, Officers,and Go- 

and 26.26,27, yyernment to his Diſciples or Followers, profeſſing him, or hu Sou 

qpng 29-5, raignty, and ſeparated from the World, Inthat time that He (the 

ha 9. 15, Bridegroom ) was with his Bride on Earth,the Diſciples had. a taſte 

and earneſt of this his Kingdom, Dominion and Goveramint, which 

1 Tim. 6.15. (t» þ#s time) he will more manifeſt (in this world) in greater Pow. 

- _ + 7* er and Glory, The Miſtery of Iniquity began early to appear in the 

: Jon en - 4 Apoſtles times, and there were then many Antichriſis,but the Anti> 

V. 9. Io. chriſt after aroſe as a C urſe and Fudgment upon the. formal hyyocri- 

Rev. 13-8- tical profeſſing Party in the Chriſtian Church or State, Chriſt by the 

Note, Spirit inthe Apoſtles did reveal or fore-ſhew the Riſe and Tyranny 

" ofthe apoſiate ſtate,zer was no moving canſe of the Apoſtacy. but fores 

2 King. 24 2. ſhewed the effeft, rather to deter thanenconrage to ſin, Under the 

Luke 21 20,21 yoak of Heathen Tyranny thefewſþ State was waſted and deſtroyed; 

2203004 | wind under Amichriſtian Tyranny the Chriſtian Churches and Saims 

jpg _—_ have been mnich worn ont ; bur by the Saints long darkneſs and 

Bondage, they bave been ( like Iſ1ae! in Egypt) Naturalized to 

Serviiude, and taught to ſubjett to eppreſſing Tyrants, 4s the Or 

dinaxce of God, and as lawful Magiſtrates ſet over them by God, 

But ſtill God and his Word abides the ſame that it was ;, and God 

Tfa. 1. 26,27» path promſed ro Redeem hx Sion, «nd Reſtore bus Polittical Go- 

& 11. 1.tO 9. vernment, in Juſtice, Jadgement and Righteouſneſs in the Earth, 

wider the Peactable Kingdom and Kale f Teſms the Chrift, It's 

therefore the Saints Privil:dge and Dnty to pray for this, and to 

Mat. 6. 10. "ſeek for « thorow Reformation in the State,as wn the Church Where 

Note, MWoſhip is National, Purity in the Church cannot long fland with 

Corruption in State, This 6 that \Generation-Truth, which this 

' Amthor labours to demorfirate, and bring forth into Viftory,” and 

Iſa. 8. 20. gyly appeals to the Word and Law of God, the great, only, axd in- 
2 Twi. 3.16 fallible Tudge in all Caſes for F aith and Manners, 


I7. 


Mat. 16.17,18. * 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 

Providence brought this Coppy to my hand, and upon the ſerious 
peruſal of it, I took my ſelf bonnd to give my aſſiſtance to bring it 
forth to the View of others, not enlioks but the Subjett it ſelf 
will gain acceptance with all Prople, who deſire ſo tolive and walk, 
with God on Earth, that they may Reign with Feſus Chriſt in Glo- 
ry. This «s the utmoſt end of him who waits and prayes for Sions 
promiſed Redemption, 


A, B. 
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Saints Freedom from Tyranny Vin- 
_ Arcated, &C. | 
"$TR | "qr 


Our Return upon the Paper I ſent you, came to my 


J hand, the which I thankfully receive, and acknow- 


ledge that you exceeded my expeRation ; 1 am not 
.* --»- altogether a Stranger to the continued ingagements 
which lye upor yot -: But my 'great aſſurance of your Love, 


and Zeal for obr Lords Honour,and Intereſt (with your appro» + | 


ved Wiſdom, and Meekneſs to manage this point in Concro= 
verſie) hath made me bold thus to preſume upon y6y,. But I 
may ſay alſo { as humbly judge )  thar you. have ſome en- 
ozveinent upon you, to hear and anſiverthe: humble defires of 
your Bretkiren fot Light in'the Myſtical Viſions of the Reve. 
htion'; and upon that ground alſo I was the rather embolden- 
ed to defire your Return pon the Paper I ſent you, and you 
have done like your ſelf, to make ſo ſudden and large return to 
me. Yours I have peruſed, and on the bebalf of our Lord, 
(and of Truth, '«$ I conceive) can roniogs 
eply in whar' I cannot receive,” I dd ſay, with gr 
dence, that I believe your heartis one with mine, to find out 
and advance our Lords Interet in truth and clearneſs, but 
when we confider the Time,and State we have been born,edu-.. . 
cated, and lived in ; we have cauſe toadmice the riches of free 
price, which hath made ns to differ from groſs Idolaters, an 
ath given us any Light, and Faith to be Witneſſes for Chri 
in any of his Mediatory Offices. We, I ſay, who have had ous 
Birth and Education under ſo great Antichriſtian darkneG and 
bondage, ir is only of Free Grace that we works, < 
G +») ,» Though 


$8) 
Though ſome have a little more light then others in Divine 
MyKteries, yet 1t may be ſaid to thole of higheſt attainments 
What have you that you have not received? Therefore ſuch as 
have molt Light, have not to boaſt in themſelves, or carry ic 
proudly to their Brethren of lower Light and Faith in Gene- 
ration Truths. If I-miſtake not, the opening of the ſeven- 
ſeald Book of Divine Myſteries, ſpeaks a gradual diſcovery of 
Light in Generation Truths ; and now, the Generation-Truth 
is Chritts Kingly Authority Civil and Spiritual for the Bodies 
and Souls of his People or Saints in Covenant-relation unto 
him. The Beaſt ( here) doth not openly and profeſſedly deny 
Chriſts Prophetical Office,ard the authority of HolyScriptures 
nor the Prieſtly Office of Chriſt, in the ſufficiency of this Me- 
rit and Rigbteoufneſs to the Juſtification and Salvation of Be- 
Hevers. But the Kingly Office of Chriſt is only denyed, in 
his Soveraignty over his People 4n things Ecclefiabtical and 
Civil.. And this is the Generation-Truth now witneſſed to, 


Rev, 11, 7. and ſuffered for ;and in which, or for which te Witneſſes are 


Ioote. 


2 Thef. 2, 


10,11, 


flain, by the Beaſt aſcending ont of the botomleſs pit, in my under- 
ſtanding, 

There ate fe\v real Profeſſors at this day, but in words they 
confeſs Chriſt's Royal Soveraignty over their Souls in Spiritu- 
all,or Ecclefaftical things (though they live not ih practice up 
to that profeſſion: ) bur there are very feiv who in Light, Faith, 
and Profeſſion witneſs to Chriſts Royal Authority over the 
Saints Bodies, Eſtates, and Liberties in Civil or Temporal 
things here on Earth. This Soveraign Authority I take to be 
aQually ſeated alſo in Chriſt as Mediator by God the Father, 
and is to be witneſſed to nov as a Generation-Truth. Some 
dear Soules have judged me fingular ( or alone ) in this opigi- 
on ; but Ifind it a Truth which is and will be more and more 
witneſſed to, as the Day of the Lord draweth on, and the Vail 
of Antichriſtian darkneſs is removed and taken away, Both 
this darkneſs and bondage of Antichriſt was a Curſe and Judg- 
ment vpon'Chrifſtian Profeſſors from God for their earthlineſs 
and hypocrifie, But it rs promiſed, That, that wicked one ſhall 


2 Thef, 2.8 bt revealed (diſcovered, or made naked ) whom the Lord will 


conſume with the ſpirit of bis mouth, and ſhall deſiroy with the 
brightneſs of bis comirg. Al- 


CES 


(9) h 

Although (as yet) the Beaſt Anfichrift is not fully made 
manifeſt to the Lords People as he will be, yet we have great 
cauſe to bleſs and-praife God for what we ſee,” and thanktully 
accept our meaſures of 'preſent Light, as earneſts of whar is 
promiſed, and as evidences of our: Lotds appearing.: As our 
Lords right to Soveraign Rulean Civil things isnow the great 
Queſtion and Controverſieamongit real believing Chiiftian 
Profeſſors, it is our great duty to ſearch the Scriptures therein, |, F 
and humbly to-lye at Gods feet, and beg for the reaching of the thy 
Spitic of Truth to lead us 4nto this truth alſo, We. ate: under 
the promiſe of the Laſt Times, .T bat ' many ſhall rnnito (and fro, 'Dan. 12. 4. 
ard knowledge [hall be increaſed, And Thope that this aurinter- 
courſe to communicate our preſent 'Light to. each other, ( in 
this great point, in love and in meekneſs ) may tend greatly 
to bring us both to more perfe& and diſtin knowledge of 
Gads will in this Truth, and the, Truth into Victory, 

-: In your Paper, I; bumbly accept: your grave and Chiiſtian 

Anſvers (in caſe of Male adminiſtration of a Lawful Power.) 
in many particulars ; but E-muſt confefs that I yet fee it nor 
proved from the Scriptures of Old or New Teſtament, That 
the Heathen Roman Ceſars were ever Magilttates Ordained by 
God, to Rule and Govern :his People, before or after Chriſt 
was inveſted with bis Mediatory ' Authority and thea-muctiDeur. r; g,r;; 
leſs that the Civil Power of Antichiſt was a Beam of Divine 24. & 16. 18, 
Soveraignty, and the Ordinance of 'God- to be ſubmitted and py _—— 
ſubjeRed to by the Lords People, for the Lords ſake; : Magi- els OY 
Rracy,or Polittical Government,and Governors in Civil and i Per 2.x 3+ 14+ 
Temporal things, I own to bethe Ordinance.and appointment Joſh. 7. 9. 
of God, to: Rule and Order-bis People according to bis Law, 
as Polittical Fathers, to whom the Lords People (in diſcharge 
of that Office and: Truſt) do owe obedience and ſubje&ionto 
for the Lords ſake, and Conſcience ſake{ actively)'as of dutys 
and paſſively, when they tranſgreſs the Laws and Commands 
of God. But that either. the Heathen Emperors,or Antichtifti- : - 
an Kings werecalled by God to. this Office and Authotity, I 
yet underſtand not; - | > 25 54 

That which doth conſtitute, ſpecifie, and- denominate a Exod. 18. zr, 
Political Governour, or —_— to. be- the Ordinance of 22. &c- 


. God, 


(/10 ) 
Dcut- 1. 9,13, God; is,, Thathebe:ſo Qualified, ſo called to Office, and (0 
14. £4- 1» 2» Ruling as God hath commanded, and ordained,or ordered, ag 


nag 9-16 his Miniftet-in the-State, 2 Chr,19. 6,7, Rem, 13.142, 3,4,5. 


2 Sam.23. 3. 1 Pet;/% 13» 14.1 -: 
E hambly. judge, That dne:qualifications'in aman fora Ma- 
 gi{trate, makes not'a matvto be a Mapiffrate ; That a Call of # 
People only, makes; not a. Magiftrate:; That a Perſon duely 
| Qualified, and-1ightly Called by a People to Rule, if be rule 
not by Gods Laws,he is yet no Magiſtrate,or Minifter of God, 
( as the Ordinance of God, or by Gods appointment ) to be 
obeyedby the Lords People, for the Lords ſake, or for Conſci- 
exce, not having the-Efſentials of a Governour, of CMagiſtrate, 
which God Oxdained and'/Commanded, 
Fx0d. 28.1,2,, The Prieſthood under the Law was,and the Miniſtry under the 
&c. and 29.1, Goſpel, #-the Ordinance of Gods apporntment ; their Qualifica- 
23 KC. _ tions, Inveſtment into Office, and Duties of Office, were all 
 — . 2” Ordained and commanded of God ; burif any Perſon put him- 
3. Ye. ' **(elf into the. Prieſts Office, or a Paſtoral Charge, by might, or 
AR. 20.28, force; or pretended right ; orif a People (hould Call'a; Fool, or 
Heb. 5.4 a Perlon( Man or Woman ) to Office in the Church, as-a Pa- 
Note, flor, not duely Qualified, as God hath appointed ; or if a Perſon 
duely Qualified, and rightly Called to Office, do yet reject the 
Laws and Ordibances of God and the Goſpel (when in Office) 
aud offy ſacrifices to Idols, and obty the Commands of Men, contrary 
——agy *272* tothe Inſtitutions of God; theſe, under the Law, were Sons of 
: King. 18.19, Belial, and Prieſts of Baal ; and in the Goſpel-ſtate, ſuch are 
&c. Miniſters of Antichriſt, and not Mimſters of God, or the Ordi- 
1 Joh.2-1222 gaxce of God, to be-obeyed:for the Lords ſake,as commanded by God, 
A 5-12: I might give other Demonſtrations in the-Ordinances of the 
*3*7* Law and Goſpel, what Efſengjals were, and noware neceſſary 
to conſtitute and denominate an Ordinance of God for matter 
and form ; but 1 conſider to whom I write. Indeed Anti- 
chriſt hath aſſumed the Soveraign Authority of God and of 
2 The. 2-3,4+ Chriſt C;v1l, and Eccleſiaſtical, and by Peprſh darkneſs and (la- 
1 John 2. 22. very his: Subjets have received his Commands as Dwvine ; not 
queſtioning or denying his uſurped Power over Bodies and 
Rev.r3.15,16, Souls, how-contrary ſoever his Commands and Appointments 
17. & 17.4. Were, Or are, to the. Ordinances and Appuntments of God, the 
mukt be recieved as Gods Ordinances, Thioug 


, Jes 

Through the Lords rich and free grace,' the Antichrifitan 
Vailis ( in a good'meaſare )) taken 'away from-many-Profeſ- 
fors, in Eccletiaftical and Church-concerns ; But the great 
Body of Proteſtants are ſill tumbled about Antichriſts Civil 
Power, and do own Amtichrifv(in his Civil Power)for che Or- 
4inarce of God, though (ome few cannot': Bur thiatvery way by 
which God hath led his People to diſcover the. true and pure 
-Ordinances of God in the Church (from falſe Antichriftian 0 
cheats anddelufions in Worſhip) the fame will uſſo jead Be- Ave; 
lievers tothe diſcovery of Heatheniſh andAntichrifitan cheats 
in the Political State, and: difference berween Mag:ſftracy as the Plal-119.104, 
Ordinaxce of God, andthe Tyrannyof wicked Min, viz, by'<om- 195- 
ing to Gods Law-and Teſtimony, and thereby examine Church 8. — 
andState Officers, and Ordinances, as ordained; conſtitured, ,, — 
and appointed of God, and by God. 

What Chriſt requiredof, and an{wered the Fews Meſſengers Mat. 22. 15, 
when they were ſent toentap bim in point of Ce/ars Power, I 15 XC. 
would query and anſwer, both of the Heathen'and Antichrifii> pg, 1 .. 
an Emperors and Kings, 212. Whoſe. 4s the Image and Smper- 22, m——— 9 
ſcription upon them ? - If they bear the Image and Superſcripti- Deur. r, 9,17, 
-on of God upon-them, if-they have the Name of God written 7+: 
in their fore-heads, and they in the: Place, Office, and Work SCRE. 19.67 
of God, to Rule his People by Divine Authority ; then thay Rev.14 1. and 
Were and-are to be ſubjetted to, for the Lords ſake: Bur if thoſe 17. 14. 
Empetors and Kings bear the Imave and Supericription of the 91 13-3445 
Devil, are raiſed by the Devil, and do the Devils work, ( alt $9723 1» >: 
which is true ) there is no Scripture-Warrant (as I conceive) Rev.z. 10. and 
for the Lords People to obey ſuch Emperors or Kings, as the I1.7.and 12.9. 
Ordinance of God, * C9TTT0 ; and13-5,6,7. 

The firſt riſe and original of Palittical Government and: Ma- go. c. 

ifracy, as Ordained and Appointed by God, wasamonsgſ the 13 x 5,15, &c. 
Fiws at their coming out of Egypr, and in the Wilderneſs, in Deur. r. $313, 
their way to Canazy : God fnltcalled Moſes, immediately, 4 q 
and intrufted him ( Mimfterially) with Magrſftratical Power and apt nos 
Authority, to Lead-and Govern 1ſrael ( not other Nations ) 4 _"_ 
his Covenant- People, In Aoſes time God gave Tſrarl Laws, and 
Plittical Government, which they were to exerciſe and put in mm 19, 
execution ivhen they came into Cexear, both as .a Common- 1,1, — 

B 2 wealth, 


= 


, (x2) 
wealh, anda$ x Kongdom; : At- that time when God conſtitu- 
Deu.4.5,6,8c led /ſrarha Political Srate;there were many and great Nations 
and 7.7,8. In the Wold, who made themſelves Kings, and exerciſed Po- 
littical Goverwment, ftom the Light,and Law of Nature, ( by 
the Permifſon. of God.) but not.by the Ordivation and/Ap= 
pointment.ob God, as 1ſrae/-had : this is recorded. by 4doſes, 
'Dent.,4.5,;6,8c.12n9.7.7; 8. And long afcer Moſes, David 
/ faid, He: ſhewed has Hard to Facob, bis Statutes, and his Tudge- 
Plad47.19,20 nts untolſratl,, Herhath not dealt ſo-\ with any Nation; | aud 4s 
for his Fudgements they have not known them, Thus from Nims- 
' Note. \/rod:to- David the (Heathen Emperors. and Kings were not the 
Pſal.72, & 89. Ordinance.of God, 'to rule and govern bis People, Again, in Da- 
Foot vis time, God /by Covenant entailed the Royal Scepter of 
, 772 2 Fudab upon David and his Heirs in the fleſh, but chiefly upon 
Luke 1.35, 36 Jeſus Chriſt, as the Son of David, according to Facobs Prophe- 
and v« 69, 70, fie; The Scepter ſhall, not depart from Tudah, nor a Law-piver 
— Ka from between bis feet, whtil. Shulob cops. : and untohin foal the 
Eve riza. gathering of the people be. ha ie Mb 4 19-4 

and 34.24,25,": Theſe Scriptures clearly aflert Feſug Chriſt, the Son of Da- 
: vid, and-fo:he had right to the Royal Government of Fudah ſo 
Note, dcoon as he was horn ; therefore no Heathen King had right to 

| the Crown of Judab, by Gods Donation, from firſt to laſt. 
—_—_— But Chriſt, as\Mediator,bad-alſo anather Royal Soveraign» 

.2.7,8,Q&c. A - y , . 
Eph. 1.21.22, 1 given:;bim by Godithe Father, over Jews and Gentwes, for 
Phil.2.8,9,10. Souls and Bodies, which -Authortity was publiſhed and decls- 
Mart.28 18,19 red by Chriſt himſelf, Jeſws came 'and ſpake unto them ( the 
MAr.16415- eleven Diſciples) ſaying, All Power # given unto mein Heaven 

'- andin Earth; Ga yetherefore, 8c. _ ; 
Mote, Thus Royal and Magiferial Anthority ( as Gods Ordinance ) 
was clearly in and amongſt Gods Covenant- People, from Mo. 
Obje&, - ſes to. Chritt, and with none-other, But it is ObjeRted, That 
Dan. 2. 37,&c, Daniels expounding Nebuchadnezzars Dream, of the great 
Image, ſaid tohim, Thos, O King, art a King of Kings ; for 
the God of heaven hath given thee a Kingdom, Power,and Strength, 
and Glory : and after thee ſhallariſe another Kingdom, &c.There- 
fore theſe four Kings, or Imperial States, were the Ordinance 
of God, and lawful Magiſtrates, or Miniſters of God, to whom 


the Lords People did, and fill do owe Obedience to, in Cimnl 


things, To 


J 


#- + 
To this t humbly give my thoughts, * Anſw. 
Firſt, This was a Viſion opened, of four Imperial States, 
(which God would Providentially raiſe in the World, ſuccef- 
fively one after another) and uſe at his pleaſure either to af- Dar, 4. 17. 
fiR; or helphis People, and one to.deſtroy the other ; bat nei- 
ther this Prophefie, or any other Word of God ſpeaks their 
Ordination and Conſtitution of Governors, Magiſtrates, or Mi- rom. 11. 2.4. 
fters of God, ſent for the good of his People ; for the encouragement 1 Per.2.13,19. 
of godlineſs,and to be a terrour to evul-doers ; (which are the great 
ends of Magiſtracy ordained by God) and wherein the Lords 
People are commanded ſubjeition, for the Lords ſake. 
Secoxdly, Theſe Kings came ſucceſſively'to their Kingdoms ' 
and Rule, by the power of the Sword, and Strength, (as was 
propheſied ) but not by Power and Authority ;. and ſo.accord- 
ingly were repreſented, by Monftrous Beaſts, and no Births of Dan.,, 4,to 8. 
Nature. All theſe Monſtrous States (or Kings) came ſucceſ- and 8. 4, &c. 
ſively to Rule ( by Gods Providence) .in their times, as they 
got power of ſtrength to Conquer. The Kipg of Babylon Con- 2 King. 24. r, 
quered and Captivated the Fews for their {A by Power and WP - ad 
Might, not by Authority or Right. By: Gods providence a nom, 1; 23 &C. 
Thief, or Thieves, rob or kill the honeſt Traveller ; but not by More, 
Power of Authority,.-a5 having right to the Travellers. mony 
and life by the Laiv of God : and in this way ( like Bealts of 
prey).one Kingdom or State ſubdued another, .and ſoit is ftill. 
.. Thirdly, Though Dam! ſaid to the King. of Babylon, That 
God gave him a Kingdom, Power, and Strength; yet this was | 
propheſied after he had taken Fer»ſalem,and captived the Fews Dan: |2- 37; 
living; therefore this Commiſhon was, not warrant for the 
former Cruelty. AY % ESD 
' Pourthly, Not ww of theſe Kings had the Eflentials of Gods \ 
Jagiſtrates, viz, As fearing God, 4s choſen ont of themſelves,and _—_— comes 
inveſted with authority by thems : nor ruling by Gods Laws, to en- Rom, 13. : i 
courage godlineſs, and be aterror to evil-doers, Therefore upon 1 Per-2.13,14 
theſe.grounds, not any of the Heathen Kings were the Ord; 
nance of God, tobe obeyed by the Lords People for the Lords ſakg. 
.» But it is ſaid, That God brought upon Iſrael, the King of the ObjeR, 
Caldees : and God gave Fehoiakim, King of Fudah into the hand of 
.the King of Babylon, 2 Chron. 36.17, Dan, 1, 1,2, 
Yes; 


I 


—_ 
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Anſw, Yes ; Goddid ſo providentially, as a Curſe and Judgement 
2 Chr. 36.14 to fulfil the Word of his threatnings upon their diſobedience, 
1 1% "2. Rubbornneſs, and incortigible rebellions againſt him : bur 
- King, 24. 1, 2Ot as his Mymſter, for their good ; as a Magiſtrate ordained 
&C, 8.10, &c, dy God to-rale and feed them. The Kings of Aſſyria and Ba- 
byloy, &c, were ſuch powers of the Earth, or earthly powers, 
which God by his Almighty Power providentially uſed as his 
Creatures, to affli, or relieve, to diſtreſs or ſave his Cove- 
nant-People, when he pleaſed ; bur not to rule and govern 
them under-God, or for God, as his Magiſtrates ordained by 
him. God by his Almighty Soveraign power, and pleaſure, 
— ”!3threatned the diſobedience of his people with many ſore judg- 
_ '” ments, and he uſed what Creatures he thought good to do tr 
by, v1z, Either noyſom Beaſts, Famine, Peftilence or Sword. 
By Sword was meant the 'Sword of Kings or States, whom he 
providentially brought upon them ; which Kings were onfy4led 
 byprinciples of Nature, and opportunities, and providences ; 
Iſa. 10.5,6,7. when they knew not God, or his defigns; and ſo they were 
y. 12-T0 19+ | judged by God, and:deftroyed, for the miſery, deſolation and 
Jer. 51-& 52-2100 of the Lords People. 
Therefore theſe Heathen Kings, or Powers, were no other- 
Note. wiſe the Ordinance of God, but as Locuſts, Famine, Pefti- 
lence, >. ( or the Devil ) are the Ordinance of God, 
Obje&, But God gaveit in Charge to —_— who were carried Caps 
tives to Babylon, to ſeth, the peace of the City, and to pray umo the 
Lord for it : for in the peace thereof ye ſhall have peace, Jer, 29,7, 
Anſw, This was the Lords Command to thoſe Captives : But, 
Firſt, That ſhort time of ſraels Captivity was foreſhewed, 
and alſo by whom their D:liverance ſhould come, viz, by Cy- 
ru, Iſa, 44, 28.8 45.1, 2, &c, Fer. 29. 10, 11, | 
Secondly, Their Captivity was very cafe ; they had the 
Liberty of Conſcience in Religion ; they had liberty to build 
Houſes, to plant Vineyards, and to eat the Fruit ; to marry 
Wives, and to live. in ſafety , therefore to ſeek the Peace of 
the place, but not-of the King'of Babylon, 
Thirdly, This command, To ſeek, the Peace of the place, im- 
plies a Charge laid upon them, not toraiſe trouble by ſecking 
theis Deliverance (yet not to pray for the proſ7e:ity - the 
1N23 
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King, of the eſtabliſhment of that Kingdom) for God had de. 11a,q4. 28. and 


- Clared his determination to defircy Babylon, and in Babylons 45: 152,3,8c. 


deſtruction their deliverance (ſhould come. Therefore God 2% 53931 


nſed the King of Per/ia to redeem /ſrael ; but this is not the 
caſe of Chiittians under Myſtery Babylon, 


Revy.18 6,7. 


But Daniel and other Servants of the Lord ſerved the King of Obje&. 


Babylon, &c. R 

They did ſo, as Captives taken by the Sword,and Violence; 
not as Mag:ftrates or Miniſters.of God to rule over them, for 
then they had had no cauſe to return to their own Country 
and Government, The Captive Fews under the King of Baby- 
los, and Captive Chriſtians under the T»rk are one in Nature, 
but (TI judge) that Chriſtians in Txrkiþ (lavery do not ſee 
themſelves bound ( by the preceptive will of God) to abide in 
flavery, if by Gods providence a way be opened for their 


Anſw. , 


Note. 


eſcape. The Fews, under the Government of Judges, were Judg.2.11,r: 
oft-(providentially) given up by God into the hands of ſeveral Y14!5:16%c- 


Heathen Kings or States, for their great tranſgreſſions againſt 
God ; and when they humbled themſelves before the Lord 


and repented,. the Lord: alſo providentially delivered them, 


But in.the time of their Bondage, they looked not. upon thoſe 
Tyrants as Gods Ordixaxce to rule over them;. or as Mag:ftrates 
they were bound to obey, 
But Foſeph (the Huſband of Mary ) obeyed the Edift of Aguſins 
Caſar,and went with Maty his Wife from-Naxzareth to alem, 
tove taxed, Lukz 2. 1, 2, &c, 

This act of Joſeph proves not Ceſar a Lawful Power, or Ma- 
viftrate, of God to rule over his people. For, 

Firſt, Every act of a good man 1s not therefore lawful be- 
cauſe a. good man doth it: I» many things we offend all, Jam. 3.2, 

Secondly, Though Foſeph obeyed the Edit of. the Emperor, 
yet no Text can be (hewed, that he did it by the Command of 


od, | 

Thirdly, Though Ceſar exacted a ſmal Tribute of the Fews, 
to ſhew that they were Captive*, Conquered by the Sword, 
yet he. lefe them free in Religion, and many outward Privi- 


ledges, which Antichriſt denies to Chiiltians, Mar, 27, 1,2, 


fohn 18, 31, 
Foxrthly, 


ObjeR, 


Anſw: 


Nate. 


+ CbjeR. 
Anſw. 
Mar.17.26,27» 


Note, 


Note; 
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Fourthly, The very Ele& of God, and ſuch as are eternal< 
ly ſaved (by long bondage, and ignorance of their Priviledges, 
as Gods Children ) may (by Traditisn ) give obedience to 
the Kings or States, (they lived or were born ander) both in 
Civil things, and Spiritual Worſhip, and not know that they 
do evil; as Foſeph and all 1ſrael in Egypt. As Foſeph and 2, 
ry,and other Fews in Canaan, And as many Chrittian Martyr 
have done under Antichriſtian Bondage and Tyranny,Gen.42 
I5. Exod, 6,9, Att, 7. 24, 25, a 2 

Bat Chrift himſelf paid Tribute to Ceſar, fp HP 

Chriſt did it to avoid offence or-fcandal, yet finned not in 
ic; buthe paid it not as to a lawful Magiſtrate, or Miniſter of 
God, who bad power over his Body, For, | 

' Firſt, Chriſt declared himſelf free, | 

Secondly, Chriſt at that time was entred upon his Medizs 
tory Offices ;. and had put out Royal As of Authority, as 
King over Fews and Gentiles, Mat.3.16,17, & 4. 18, 19, &c. 

Thirdly, Chriſt only paid that Tax for Himſelf - and* Peter, 
as perſons only concerned,and notfor the reſt of his Difciples. 
-*Fourthly, Chiiſt did at that time, in that thing, give up or 
let go his own right, out of a gracious end and defign, to pro- 
pagate the Goſpel ; and that was lawful, or no fin in him, 
which yet would be fin in bis Servants, Itis lawful, and may 
be good in a Maſter: ( ſometimes) to give up or let go ſome- 
thing of his right, Which is not lawful in a Servant to do, 

Fifthly, Dark Scriptures are to be expounded from the con- 
ſent and currant of Scriptures to make a harmony, that one 
rext do not contradict another. But to bring this texr,to prove 
hence, that Ceſar was 2 lawful Magiſtrate, and had Authorit 
from God to tax Chriſt and his diſciples,contradias the words 
of Chriſt, And hath given him Authority to execute Judgement 
alſo, becauſe he is the Son of Man, All Power 1s given unto mein 
Heaven and in Earth. John 5.17.Mat.28.18, Eph,1,20, 21,22, 
23. With many other texts, and currant of Scriptures Old and 
New. [91 | 

But we find the Apoſile Paul approved, and appealed to Caſars 
Authority, which was not only a bare ſnbjettion ro, but an owning 
of that Power, At, 25, 10, 11, - | 
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Suppoſe Paul did ſo, yet itis to be queſtioned, Whether 4p, 
Paul did that by a Command from God, or Chriſt ? It is Di- x Cor. 11. t- 
vine Authority which makes the Acts of the Apoltles lawful, 8. 23- 
and imitable for Saints. The failings of the Lords Worthies Note. 
were not written for imitation, but for caution, and conſola- {09-12-61 
tion in failings. Peter and Paul were chief Apoſtles of Chriſt, g.* tv ®? 
and yet had the infirmities of men. And as Paw blamed Peter 
in ſome things, no doubt but Peter alſo might have blamed . 
Paxl in ſome things, had he lived and travelled with Pasl. 

Pasl himſelf is much in confeſſion of his humane frailties, and Rom. 7.14,i7, 
inficmities, through corruption and temptation, And it is *© 
clear, that Paws appealing to Ceſar at Rome, was in deſign to wp more, 
deliver himſelf, and ſave his Life from the Jews, and that Ju- & 2, * = 
dicature at Fersſalem, where he was ſurprized and kept by vi- & 25 192,38» 
olence of arms (Which hath been the caſe of manyof the Lordg *©> 77+ 
people ) and not that Paw! approved, or owned Ceſar, as ha- he 
ving Divine Authority or Juriſdiction over his Body ; but by 
that appeal, ( providentially) Pal had his Liberty. And we 
do not read that ever he was brought to further tryal at Rome, . 
This Pas! the Apoſtle of the Gentzles, did yet Circumciſe T;-  * 
mothy ; and allo, to ſave bimſelf from the Jews rage (fell into Me, . 
Peters tranſgreſſion, which he. accuſed him for ) who were ſet , 
a24inkt him tor preaching down the Ceremonial Law,and Cir- 
cumcifion ; Pax! did yet pretend himſelf (as a Jew, under 
the Law, and under a Vow) and afrer the manner of the Law 
purified himſelf, and went into the Temple ; To fignifie the A8. 21. 23, 
accompliſhment of the dayes of Purification, until that an Of. #4 &c- 
fering ſhould be made. Theſe acts were not lawful in Paw an 

tle, nor imitable for the Saints now, though done by an 
Apoſtle; but how far God may wink at theſe, and the like v 
weakneſſes io his People; I will not judge. Note: 

But it ts ſaid, that Paul wrote tothe Saints at Rome\to ſubjelt to Obje&t 
the Emperors of Renee though Beaſts and Tyrants, ſaying, Let eve- ; 
ry ſoul be ſubject to the higher Powers, for there 1s no power but of Rgm, 11,1; 
God : the powers that be, are ordained (or ordered) of God, ; 

Firſt, The Apolile in this place ſpeaks clearly of Saints ſub- 4,6, 
je&ion to Magiltracy, or to Magiltrates as Ordained by Gad ; 
and Miniſters of State, ſent by God, for the good of his Peo- 
ple ; and not of the Ceſars then Tyrannizing over the Lords 

C hericage, 
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1 Cor-6,1,2, heritage, at thattime ( T judge ) that theright of Civil Go- 
Kc, vernment over the Saints was in themſelves, though they had 
rot the power of (trength to put out all Acts, Thus it was with: 
Cm the Fews in Babylon, under the Romans, &C, The fews as Gods 
Deur.1.9,13- Covenant-people, had right to the exerciſe of all Civil Jutiſ- 
and 16,18,&c, diction amonglt themſelves by Gods appointment : Bur as a 
Heut. 28. 25> Curſe and Puniſhment of their fins, the exerciſe of that 
47:49, power and Authority Was, ( by Gods permiſſion ) taken from. 
Joh.18.31. them by the force and poiver of Enemies, eſpecially to ſome 
acts of Juriſdiction, Thus it was with the Chriſtians ; Chriſt 
left Authozity With his on ſervants ( in all things without 
Mar. 13-34» exception ) amonglit themſelves; and the Saints were in the 
_— £1 &c, £xerciſe of that Authority in Civil affairs, though debarred the 
'*  publick exerciſe of ſome aRe, or all acts, by the Armies or 
Strength of HeathenKings.And becauſe theChurches,or Saints 
had not then power or (trength to execute ſome Laws on offen- 
ders, the Apoſtle preſt the Saints to ſubjeRion ( as of duty ) 
Note, to thoſe Civil Rulers, or Magiſtrates they had amongſt them- 
ſelves, as Gods Ordinance, to be obeyed for the Lords ſake, and 

Conſcience ſake, as commanded by God. 

Secondly, Itis evident ( both from the riſe, and exerciſe of 
Dan.7'2»3-C-yower in Heathen Kings) that they were not ordained by Gcd 
<q 3-17» to nule over his People under him,neither had they power and 
Iſa. 10 5,6, authority to govern from God z but only power and firength 
&c. and 42- to burn, deſtroy, kill and captive the Lords People rebelling 
24, 25- againſt him ;z and ſo called,. Gods Staffe, Hammer, Saw, &c. 
_ 3+ 23» not Fathers, Shepherds, &c. 

Obje Qt, But Pan! exhorted Timothy, That ſupplications, and prayers 

ſhould be made for all men ; for Kings, and all that are in Antho- 

x Tim. 2.1,2.24ty, ( or emineat place ) that we may lead a quiet aud peaceable 
Life. 

Fin, If by Kings, we underſtand the then Heathen Kings, 

Anſm. Paul may be undertiood to enyjoyn the Saints, to pray either 

for the converſion of their ſouls, or reſtraint of their power, 

that the Saints Peace and Godlineſs were not hindred, VI&, 


That God would not ſuffer thoſe heathen Kings to put out theig 
power and ſtrength to perſecute, ot hinder the Saints Peace, 
Liberty, and Holineſs : But this text aſſerts not the Divine 
eAuthority of heathen Kings to govern the Lords Prople,or Saints 
zo ſubjett to them, Second 
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Secondly, 1 the Apoſtle be taken as referting to any time, 
when a Magiſtrate (called King) ſhall be called to rule over 
the Lords people in Authority (or eminent place of Trult) as 
appointed and ordained by God ; then it will be the duty cf Saints 
to pray for ſuck Magiſtrates, That their Rute and Government 
may anſwer the end of their Power and Truſt, as Ordained by _ 13.2.4, 
God, vis. Saints Peace and Holineſs, i Pet.o.n Pa, 

But the Apoſile Peter alſo gave this in charge to Saints 5 Sub- Ob je, 
mit your ſelves to every Ordinance of man for the Lords ſake : whe- 
ther it be tathe King as Supream, or unto Grvernours ( as to them 
That are ſemt by him ) for the puniſhment of evil-doers, and for the 
praiſe of them that do well, x Pet, 2. 13, 14, 

Firjt, ln this the Apoſtle is clear, that he prefſeth Saints e/fr/». 
Subjeition to Kings or Governonrs, as called or ſent of God, forthe _ 
puniſhment of evil doers and for the praiſe ( and encouragement) Nite, 
of them that do well, This is the currant of Scripture, 

Secondly, The Apoltle prefieth Saints Subjettion to Kings, or 
Governonrs ( as the Ordinance of Man, or as Mans appoint= yy,,, 
ment in the State ) when they anſwer the ends of Civil Go- : 
vernment, as Ordained by God, If we ſhould take the Apoſtle 
exhorting Saints, 7 o-ſubjeit to every Law and Ordinance of man 
( for the Lords ſakg) then the Laws of Men ſhould be obeyed 
by Saints, how unjuſt, unnatural, or contrary focver they were 
to the Laws of God ; butthisis too groſs, and contrary to the 
currant of Scripture, not anſWering the ends of Government , 45 
Ordained by God, ? 

Thirdly, If we take the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of Kings, or Go- 
vernours, as the Ordinance of Man ; then the title K:»g, or 
Power of Kings, is only humane ; and God hath left it in the 
wiſdom, power, and will of a State, or Body Politick, to call 
to Office and Power, one Perſon, or a ſet number of Perſons 
joyntly, to rule over them, as they judge beſt for the whole ; 
and alſo to dignifie -and diſtinguiſh their Officers of State as Ae, 
they pleaſe ; and Saints are not hereby to be dilplezſed, but 
muſt ſubmit, for the Lords ſake. + | 

I am humbly bold thus to give my ſence ; That both Payl, 
in Rom, 13. I, and in his other Epiſtles, as alſo Peter in this Nt, 
text, had no reſp: to the Heathen Kings of that time ; but 
that both theſe Apotiles do afſert Magiitracy to be the mo—_ 
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of God, among his Peopld To ſuppreſs evil-doers, and 16 en- 
conrage them that do well, Rom. 13. 3, 4. to which Magiſtrates 
Note, the Saints owe ſubjedtion, for the Lords ſake. This Apoſtle Pe- 
ter alſo. implieth, That the deſignation of Magiſterial Autho- 
rity, upon one perſon,or upon ſeveral perſons (with the Names 
2nd Titles by which they are called os dignified ) are bumane, 
and lefrtomen; and therefore Saints (ſhould not deny ſub - 
J:ion upon that account, | 
In the firit conſtitution of the Jewiſh Polittick State, God 
AR.13-20,21, BIVC them Judges about the ſpace of 450 yeats ; after Which 
&c. | { uponthe 1ll government of Samuels Sons J Iſrael reſolved to 
1 Sam, 8. 1,2 Change the Government, from Judge, to King, and God gave 
KC. V. 19,2?-Fyay to them, But as God fore-ſaiv that /ſrael would change 
the Government of State ( in Which bis ſecret counſel wag 
fulfilled , to. bring in Davids Kingdom; and make- way for 
Deut. 17. 14, Chiiſts Kingdom) God enjoyned and commanded 1ſrael, that 
Kings ſhould rule by the ſame Laws which he gave tothe 
Judges. The Apoſile Peter then ſeeing -( or ſuppoſing that in 
after-time) ſome difference might arife among(t Saints about 
Political Government , or Governours, viz. Whether the 
chief ſhould be in. one Perſon, or in.many ; and by what names 
they ſhould be digvified ; Peter inferrs, that this iS in man to 
The Bocly Or grger, ordain, and appoint ;.and therefore exhorts Saints, not 
—_— to differ, or diflent fron” what the Body of the People, or 
Seat of Power State ordain and appoint in that mattex, ſo as the Governcurs 
Ly Peter. do anſwer the ends of Government, as ordained by God, = 
I muſt ſay, I know not that this was queſtioned by Saints in 
Nate, Peters time ; but it may be a queſtion among Saints in the 
" Reſurrection of the Witneſles ; and here is the Solution, whiclr 
15not again found in all the Scriptures, And let me add theſe 
my thoughts, That as Gods moral , judicial Laws ( given to 
Iſrael ) arethe Laws of Chrifts Kingdom, Chiiſt ratified and 
confirmed them in his Miniſtry ; and the Apoſtles gave many 
general direions to Saints about Political Government and 
Note, Governours, as Ordained by God; but neither expreſt, or 1n- 
tended the then Heathen Kings in thoſe direRions. bo 
ObjeR, But Rulers and Governonrs were commonly called Gods, and it us 
not likely that they ſhould be ſo dignified by holy men, if they were 
net ordained by God,and bare upon them ſome Image or Bram of D-- 
vine Soveratgnty, | We 


Devr. 16. 18, 
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We may grant, that this high Title was aſcribed to Rulers Ayfw, 
and Governours, by David, by Chriſt, and by Paxl, referripg Exod.22.:8. 
to Moſes Law ; but ever, and only to Magiftrates, in the = 82.136, 
ny State, 44 Ordained and Conſtituted by Ged, It there can ym may 

any one Sctipture produced to the contrary, let it be ; 
urged. 

OR in Scripture, the Heathen or Pagan Governours were com- Object, 
monly called Magiſtrates, which name or appellation of State Offi . 
cers was given tothe Femiſh Tud {ge and Governours;which implies, 

That heathen Governours were Ordained by God, 

Firft, The Title Magiitrate, Ruler, or Governour,are terms Anfw. 
equivolent to Officers in the Civil State, as Biſhop, Elder, and Judg. '8.7. 
Paſtor are in the Church-State. Where the Title, or Appella- pg 77s. 
tion of Ralcr, Governour, or Magiftrate, is given to Officers ge,  * 
in the Jews Politick State, it is given to them, as ſuch as were 
ſo Ordained and Appointed of God ; but there is not one Text 
can be ſhewed in all the Old Teſtament, where any of the 
Lords People gave the Title of Mag:/rate to Heathens, 

Secondly, Such as had Magifterial Rule and Government 4- 
mong the Heathens, were Magiſtrates to them (or in the place AR.16-20,22, 
of Magiſtrates) and therefore ſo owned and diſtinguiſhed with 35,36 &c- 
Heathens ; but I read not that ever Chrift, or the Apoſtles dig- 
nifed any Heathens with the Title Magiſtrate ; Yet if they had, 
that clears not the matter ; for as it is common in Heathes 2nd 
Antichriſtian States to take the Names of Offices and Officers, 
from the pattern and example of the Fewiſh,or Chriftian State; 
yet that makes them not to be the Ord:inaxce of God, by having 
the Name, and not the Thing. It is poſhble for a Cheat to 
counterfeit Letters Pattents, or Letters Teſtimonial to crave 
the charitable benevolence of good People, in one or in many 
Countries, aS 4 Perſon of Eſtate, Credit, or iſefulneſs in the time 
of his Proſperity, but us fallen into decay and poverty, by Fire, great 
Loſſes at Sera, &c, many of theſe Cheats have gone on long in 
their wickedneſs, and have been much pittied and relieved by 
Charitable People ; but as theſe Cheats have been diſcovered, 
and their villanies manifeſt, thoſe ſober People who before 

ittied and ſupplied them in their ignorance, will after turn to 
bo ſuch wretches,and ſeek to bring them to due puniſhment, , 17. - 
anſivering their demetit, Thus the Antichiiſtian =_— and 7,2 19. _ 
rates 
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Rev.13.2.and States have played the grand Cheats of the World, and have 
_ 1 by + feiened their Miſſions, and Commiſhons, and Succeſſions to 

c. and 18. be Gened and ſealed by God, when they were from the De- 


vil; and they tell the People of their uſefulneſs, and neceſſity 
of theix Government, to enlarge and ſupport Kingdoms in 
Wealth, Peace, Riches, and Honour, &c, But all is to ſub». 
je& the People to their Lufts, and mainly to ſuppore their 
Pride, Luxury, and Dominationin the World. This vile hy. 
pocrifie cannot be charged upon the Heathen,or Pagan Kings, 
for as they knewy. not God, nor ever received the holy Scrip.. 
tures, and Laws of God, they neither claimed, or held their 
Crowns by Divine Right from God , But attributed all their 
Victorious Succefles of War and Conqueſt over Countrys or 
Kingdoms, to their Wiſdom, Courage, Strength and the Fa- 
vour of their Gods, to whom they ſacrificed freely; Bur 
the Names of Bſaſphemy are upon the Antichriſtian Beaſt. 
ly State, which now reigns in the Chriſtian World, as they af.. 
ſume the ſacred Titles and Supremacy of Gcd Almighty,pro. 
per only to the Father, and his Son Jeſus the Chritt, Thug 
the Antichriftian States have long gone for,and been ſubje&R. 
edto ( by fimple Profeſſors) for Gods Ordinance, and Gods 
Miniftry ſent by him. Bur when theſe great cheats of the 
world ſhall be diſcovered to be Hell- born-brats from the bot- 


tomleſs pit of deep counſels, acted in the Spirit avd power of 


the Devil, Thoſe very Nations and People who bowed to the Braſh, 
and commuted fornication with that Scarlet Whore , will hate the 
Whore, and make her deſolate and naked, and will cat her fleſh, and 
barnhber with fire, Rev, 13,1,5,6, & 17.3. Rev.1i.7, & 12, 

9. 13, 2, & 17. 16, | 
There are ſome few other Texts urged, to prove Saints ſub. 
ieftion to Heathen K ings ( in Civil things ) although they were 
7 yrants, bur theſe which-I have ſpoken toare the chief ; and if 
the Tree be digged up by the Roors,the Branches will fall with 
the Body. There is yet fto Scripture urged if prove th4Ord;.. 
nation of Pagan Kings, to be: Magiſtrates of God, appointed to go- 
wvern his People ; But the force of the beſt Arguments lye in 
ſuppoſed Examples, and miſtaken Scriptures, ( as Ihumbly 
judge) of ſome Apoſtolick Precepts, Bur if the Lords Ser- 
vants did thoroivly confider, Thata Politick State ERIN 
cac 


\ ( 23) : 

Seat of Power Adminiſterial, ( and only Miniſterial ) and no and :7.r4,r5, 

abſolute Monarchs of Gods ordaining) they muſt alſo ſee, that &c: 

evil Governows are the Effet of Power negleRed, or abuſed * 527+ 2+ 3- & 

ig the fiſt Seat of Power, ec 
It is poſſible for Kings, or Governours, who were rightly gc. 

called or inveſted with Miniſtzrial Authority, to fall from More, 

theic Truſt and become Tyrants, Of theſe the Scriptures give 

example. This is a caſe different from that which I have {po- » 

ken to ; but if my judgement were defied in this point, I 

ſhould thus give my underſtanding. That Tyrants ( in this laft 

ſence) art not to be obeyed 4s Magiſtrates and Mimnſters of God up- 


on theſe two grounds, 
Firſt, As they anſwer not the ends of Political Govern- 


ment, as Ordained by God, 

Secondly, As Governours (by Gods Appointment) areun-, $,,. ._. ing 
der Laws, Articles, and Covenants, with the People, who ;.;. 
call them to Office and Authority; therefore if Governours 
break Covenant with the People, they break the bond of Re. 
lation, and the People are difingaged, on their part from Sub- 1 King. 12. r, 
j:&ion, Thata People Oppoling or Depoſing a wicked or op &© 
prefiing King or Ruler, is no Oppohtion to Magiſtracy, for RT 
they own and honour Magiſiracy as Geds Ordinance, when they M7,te 
_ to depreſs or remove a Wicked man in the place of a Ma- , 
viftrate. 
© But ſome again ſuppoſe, That Heathen Kings were Lawful 
Magiſtrates and Gods Ordinance, wntil the riſe of Antichriſt, and 
fonce that time the Saints do owe no ſubjeftion to Antichriſt in his 
Political or Eccleſiaſtical State ; or tothe Ten Kings, 

This Afertion ( in this latter State) is my Judgement ; 
but I confeſſe, I know not bow this can be maintained by 
Scripture-Warrant, but by granting Chriſt to be preinveſted 
with all Royal Authority Civil and Spiritual ( as Mediator) Note; 
before Antichtiſt aroſe. I know not any Scripture which hints 
the Deputation and Inveſtment of Chriſt into-this Royal So- 
veraignty, at, or upon the riſe of Antichriſt, but what was in 
him long before, And if Chiift was inveſted by the Father Mat- 28. 18. 
with all Power in Heaven aud Earth, Then the Heathes Kings 7 _ CORY 
from Chriſts time to the riſe of Antichriſt, were #ſwrpers, and * 


not the Ordinance of God, to be obeyed by Sazmts in Crd things, 
bat 


Rep!)- 


Mat. 3.16,17. 
John 1-41. 


Note. 


1{a. 10. 27. 
John. 1.41, 


4 5» 
Nite. 


Rev, 13. 2 


Nite, 
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But it is your thoughts ( as I take it) that Antichriſt (in 
his Civil State ) is the Ordinance of God Magiſterial, and to 
be obeyed by the Lords People in Civil things, as derived 
from the Heathen Magiſtratical Power, or from the Roman 
State, Your words are theſe. 

1 take the Dragon to be the Old Pagan Empire, as it was ated 
by Satan in advancing Idolatrous Worſhip. And by the Beaſt I mean 
the Roman Empire, as Amichriſtian, or rather Antichriſt agita- 
ted by Satan in advancing Idolatry and Superſtition under other 
Names : And therefore if it were not a ſin in the one, to yeeld obe- 
—_— F 1 do not ſee how it ſhould be finin the other, ſince Satan att- 
ed both. 

To this I make my humble Reply. 

Firſt, I am not yet convinced from Scripture or Argument, 
That any Heathen Emperors or Kings were Ordained byGod, 
to Rule and Govetn his People from him as his Magiſtrates or 
Miniſters of State, who were ated and influenced by the De- 
wy and anſivered not the ends of Magiltracy, as Ordained by 
God. 
Secondly, It is-my underſtanding, That upon Chriſts Bap= 
tiſme, he entered upon his Mediatorſhip, and upon all his Me- 
diatory Offices actually, and viſibly in the World ; and that 
all Diſciples believing and viſibly clofing with Chriſt 'as Me- 
diater, Prophet, Prieit, and King, were actually diſmift, and 
diſ-ingaged from the Cniſe and Bondage of that Heathen 
Yoke, which was brought upon Gods Covenant-P:ople, for 
their Rebellions againſt God, his Laws, and Government. 

Thirdly, 1 can eaſily grant, That the ſame Satan ated the 
Pagan Empire and Antichrift ; and alſo that the Dragon, or 
Pagan Empire gave to the Beaſt Antichriſt, his Power, his 
Seat, and great Authority, viz, All that Power and Authori- 
ty in the Komar or Weſtern Empire, which reſted in the Dragor 
or the Devil to give. And this Power and Authority is all 
which the Beaſt Antichriſt ever had. But it is not proved that 
God ever gave unto the Devil ſuch Poyer, ot inveſted the Pa- 


gan Empire, either with the poiver of Government in that Em- 


pirc, or With Power and Authority, to Invelt and Inſtal ano- 

ther State to Rule as Gods Miners. And it is my Judge- 

ment, that neither the Dragon had Power of Authority _ 
0 


a ad 
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(25) 
God to conſitute 2 New State, or to divolve Civil Power and 
Authority Magiſterial ( a» Gods Ordinance) upon the Beaſt Anti= 
chriſt ; or that Chriſtian Believers are bound ( from God ) to 
receive and obey Antichriſts Commands in C;vil things, becauſe 
the Dragon gave him his Power, 

I bumbly judge, That your Inference cannot be binding to 
the Lords People, until theſe two things be proved. - 

Firlt, That the Heathen Dragonical State was the Ordinance 9'- 
of God, intruſted with Supream Authority Royal, in all the World, 
as Lord and Law. giver. 

Secondly, . That the Dragomcal State, or Power, was Inveſted, 
and Intruſted by God, to conſtitute another Supream Royal State, 

Ciwil in the World, 

Ads of Royalty put out, proves not the Authority tobe qy,,, - 
from God ; but it 1s ground of ſtrong ſuſpicion ( if not of de- ; 
monſiration ) That the Power and Authority which is acted Iſa. 10.5,%c. 
and influenced from the Devil, is not of Gods appointing or ? =_ —Y 
ordaining ; but only by Gods permiſſion and ſuffering in his ,”Thec. x. ro, 
juſt Judgements, And to this I may add, That throughout the xr. | 
Books of the Prophets and Apoſtles, O!d Babylon, and Myſtery Note. 
Babylon, are declared the Objects, and Subjets of Divine 
Wrath and Vengeance, and therefore not the Ordinance of 
God, as moſily taken to be Divine. I can grant (that by cor- 
ruption) evil and vile men may get in,and be in power of Go- = _ — 
ernment, Which is appointed by God, the which God doth g_,* ** * 
not approve ; but threatens, and judgeth where ſuch offences Ia. 3. 1, 4- 
are commitred and not reformed. Now this is the evil of Per- 
ſons, and not the evil of Government, as ordained by God, Nyte, 
And in that caſe,the Lord by his righteous Judgments may,and 
doth puniſh a Nation, both with, and for wicked Kings and 
Rulers. God alſo preceptively, and providentially removed 
evil Kings and Rulers, in /ſrael and Fxdab , yet till continu- 
ed eMagiſtracy as his Ordinance ; but both Babylon Litterally, | T Rae 
and Babylon Myſtically (in their Civil and Ecclefiſtaical States, 
ſhall be perfectly deliroyed, which is yet remaining) and there- ſer. 25.12,r3. 
fore neither the Dragon, or eAntichriſt, are Magiſtrates, on Rev.18.21,8&c 
Magiſtracy, as Gods Ordinance. | 

As for thoſe Inferences, or Arguments drawn from Pax/s 
practice, and from Perer and Paws Writings to Saints or 

; D Churches, 


| ; I. Particu, 
| 


| Rey 12 6. and 
v, It-2,3-& 13.5 


2. Partics, 
REV. 13. I. 
Dan. 7. 7, 
2 Thel. 2.7. 
Rev. 17 18. 
Nite, 
' x Joh. 2.22. 
2 Thel. 2.7. 


Dan. 7. $, 


Rev. 13. I. 
Rev. 17. 3,18. 
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Churches, IT have given my 4 WR in them, ind ſo paſs 
them ; but to what I have ſaid, T humbly crave leave to offer 
my thoughts in theſe Particulars following. 
Firſt, I ſee it not clearly proved, T, hat the Pagan Roman 
Ceſar: are ſignified by the Dragon, \'Rev, 12, 3, 4, &c, but that 
the Dragon may rather repreſent Antichriſt : for two Reaſons, 
Firſt, The Man of Sin, Antichriſt, fits in the Temple of God, 
I Thel. 2. 4. And this Dragon appeared in Heaven, Rev, 12,3, 
viz. in the 2i{ible Church : which the Pagan Ceſars did nor. 
Secondly, This Dragon drave the Woman into the Wilderneſs 
1260 dajes, the ſam? time with the Witneſſes propheſying inſack- 
cloth, and one ſtate of time with Antichriſts Rergy, Therefore the 
Drag muſt hgnifie Antichiiſt or the Antichriſtian Statezand 
not the Pagan Roman Stite, For, if we take the Dragos for 
the Pagan Empire, then the Pagan Perſecutions are included 
in the Antichriſtian Perſecution of 1260 days; or elſe Fob» 
only hints the PaganPerſecutions;and then falls into,and Rates 
the Antichtiſtian Perſecution, 1260 tayes, | I 
Secondly, Itis nos clear, That the Braft ariſing ont of the Sea, 
Rev. 13. 1, Cc. and Damiels fourth Bea#t, are one Beaſt, and 
both repreſenting the Roman Empire : I bumbly judge, That 
upon the fall of Daxiels foxrth Beaſt, the Beaſt with ten Horns 
Crowned then aroſe, over whom the Woman Fergns ; and ſo 15s the 
Kingdom of the Beaft Antithy;Ft, as they are profeſſed Chriſti- 
an'States, and yet oppoſe and'deny rhe Fathers, and the Sons 
Soveraignty, Pan infers that the Pagan Empire ceaſed, or 
was taken away When Antichiiſt aroſe, and every of the tex 
hyrns, or kingdoms , as they put on Crowns, they became en- 
tire and diſtin Monarchies, So Davie! makes the /:ttle horn, 
AntichriR, to be another, or diſtie& ſupernumerary horn to 
the ter borns of the Reman Beaſt ; three of which ten horns, this 
little horn plucked up. Fobns Viſion of the Beaft with ten horns 
crowned, upon whom the Woman ſits, 1 take to be a more ample 
and full diſcription of the Antichriſtian State in general ; bur 
neither Damel, or Fohn make God-the Appointer or Ordainer 


+ of either of thoſe States, as Pagan, or Antichriftian 3 neithet 


do I ſee, but when the Beaſt Antichriſt had driven the Church into 
the Wilderneſs,the Chriſtian Chuich in the Wilderneſs became 
as diſtir & and free a State from Antichriſt, as 7ſrae/ was from 
Egypt, when they were in the Wilderneſs, Third. 


n 
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Thirdly, T am greatly perſivaded, the Beaſt, Rev, 13. 11, 2. Partice 
ec. is the Beait aſcending ont of the bottomleſs pit, Rev, 11, 7, 
" andis a diſtin Beaſt from that Rev. 13. I, &c. though the 
latter Beaſt poſſeſs one of the tex horns, or kingdoms of the Pa- 
an Empire, That Beaſt which aſcends out ot the bottomleſs 
pit, and kills the Witneſſes, poſſeſſeth or reigns over the great 
and chief Street of Myſtery Babylon, ſpiritually called Sodom, and Rev. 11.7,8+ 
Egypt, ot one horn and kingdom of the Beaſt ; which Beaſt is £ 
more fully deſcribed, Rev.1z.11,12, &c., All the rex horns of 
the great Beaſt, or the ten fircets of Babylon as a City, were un. 
der the Whore; and that Woman reigned over the whole im- g,,, ,.. . .» 
mediately, for the moſt part of the 1260 dayes, But this Beaſt Nats os 
verſ.11, the Holy Ghoſt deſctibes to be another Beaſt,diſtin& 
from the former ; and as it were one of the hors, rending 
and ſeparating it ſelf from the other Body, or ſubjeRion from 
the Woman, under a ſeeming pretence of Reformation, or of 
more Putity, andeafie Government to the former, but is ill 
the Dragon in cruelty and tyranny. 
That this is a diflin& Beaſt from the former is evident, As, 
Firit, This Beaſt,verſ. 11, had another original from verſ.r, 
T he firit Beaft aroſe ont of the Sea,viz, Confution in the Rowan | 
State ; . but this Beaft aroſe ont of the Earth, viz. Earthly and Rev, 13.72 
carnal Wiſdom, or Prudence of State,to caſt off Imperial Pa= 77,4, 
pal Juriſdiion over them. : 
Secondly, This Beaſt had two horns, or two Powers, viz, the 
Sword, and the Keys ; Power Civil and Eccleſiaftical, The ter 
Kings, had only ten horns, viz, Civil Power ; and the Woman 
which rode them, kept the Keys from them all ; and this Beaſt Note, 
got two horns; viz.. both Powers to himſel£, 
But the two horns of this Beaſt, are ſaid to be horns like a Rev. 13-11. , 
Lamb, viz, ; 
Firſt, Horns (like a Lamb) but new budding or putting forth, 
very tender and able to do little hurt. \ 
Secondly, Horns (like a Lamb) viz. Powers meekned and 
abated of that hardneſs and Rrength, as was in the ten horns ; 
or Powers greatly limited and reſtrained, to what the former 
bornes were :. and yet this Beaſt Rill ſpake as a Dragon, viz, NOV: 77+ 37s 
he lays claim to Imperial Majeſty, as abſolute Monarch in bis 
Dominions, 
"i D 2 Thirdly, 


Rey. 13.12, 


Note. . 


Rey.13. 12. 


Rev. 13. 15, 
I6, I7» 
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Thirdly, Again, it is ſaid of this Beaſt, And be exerciſeth 
[ all the Power of the firit Brait before him | viz. All the Pow- 
er of the whol Antichriſt, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical ; therefore 
this is another Antichriſt, diftin& from the former, iz. the 
Antichriſt with te: horns, Mark the words, He exerciſeth 
(or putteth out ) all the power of the former Beaft,in Church and 
in State; yet pot by donation; or deſignation from the for- 
mer Bealt, as the former Beaſt did by defignation from the 
Dragon, but meerly by abruption;or breaking off from the for- 
mer Beaſt, and ſo afſuming abſolute Juriſdi&ion Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical in his own Kinedom, as Hes. 8, did. 

Fourthly, It is further ſaid of this Beaſt, And be had power 
to give Life to the Image of the Beaft, &c. viz, To the whole 
formof the Government of the former great Beaſt, ( or the 
old Antichiit) in Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdition, Or 
this Beaſt with two horns, had power to give life, breath, or 
efficacy to Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Officers ; to force and coms 
pel obedience to all his Laws, Civil and Ecclefiaſtical, as any 
of the Emperors, Kings, or Popes did, or do in their Domi- 
pions, From all which we may Obſerve, 

Firfb, That this Beaſt is not ſaid to at his own Power fing- 
ly and fimply, but he atts the Power of others, And be bad 
Power to give Life. 

Secondly; Though it is ſaid, He had Power to give Life, but 
not ſaid to be from God, or the Dragon, or the former Beaſt ; 
therefore it muſt follow that this Beaſt had his Power from the 
Earth, viz, from that earthly Intereſt out of which he azoſe, 
and ſo is one of the Kings of the Earth, _. 

Thirdly, He had Power to give Life to the Image of the former 
Beaft ; Therefore this Bealt, and the former Beaſt differ, as a 
Beaſt and the Image of that Beaſt differ. This latter Beaſt bath 
the Power of the former Beaſt Civil and Ecclefiaſtical,but not 
lo fully and abſolutely. The Pope of Rowe, and other Mo- 
natchs are Powers abſolute, and Independant from'the People; 
but this Beaſt with two borns is a Power under limitation and 
xeſtcaint, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, and is but the Image, 
Likeneſs, or Picture of the former great Antichriſt, and not 
the ſame Beaſt, 

I might mention other diſtin& marks ſet upop this Runes 
\ | 


" Y 
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Beaſt, to difference him from the former Beaſt, and yet ſhew 
him to be one in Nature with the other Beaſt ;. ſo that both 
make up bat the great Beaſt Antichriſt in the whole : Yet they 
are ſo diſtin, that they are properly two Beaſts, and two An- 
tichriſts, which may bediſtioguiſhed moſt properly by Anti- 
chriſt Papal, and Antichrilt Proteftart ; and if this New Name 
of Antichriſt hold good,and Antichiiſt be really found and diſ- 
covered in the name and (hew of a Proteſtant or Proteſtantiſm, " 
then Satan, the Devil, or Dragon, is diſcovered in his Cheats. 5 T. - > HA 
Firſt, In influencing Heathen,or Pagan Powers, Secondly, AS Joomared, 
ioflaencing Antichriſtian Powers Papal, Thirdly, As influ- 
encing Antichriſtian Powers Proteſtant, under which many 
Saints deeply ſuffer in ſeveral Countries, as will be more ma- 
vifeſted in little time, as I humbly judge, 

Fourthly, I take the Politick, Sate of this Nation to be dif- 4. Partic, 
ferent and diſtin&- from the Fowr Empires; It is plain both Dan.5.19.verf. 
from Prophecy and Hiſtory, That the Foxr Pay gs aroſe by the 3%, 3*- and 8. 
Snord and Conqueſt ſucceſſively, and ſo gave Laws at pleaſure, * © 
And though we ſhould grant, that Willzam of Normandy inva- 
ded England by the Sword and Pollicy, and was called, William 
the Conqueror, yet he could not hold his Monarchy, but by A- The People 

cement with <& People, and to Rule by Law. . Therefore by of England 
the Civil Conftitution of Eng/ard, The Prople are the firſt Seat = = brft 
of Power ; and the Kings of England have been as well bound **** © a 
by Oath to Govern by Laiv, as the People are bound by Oath, 
or Law, toſubje& to Kings as Governours in Chief, 

Fifthly, and laſtly ;The Lords People in England, have by the 5. Partic. 
Light of the Goſpel, and brightneſs of Chritts coming, ( and ;The.3.3,4,8 
with the ſmart of Heatheniſh and Antichriſtian Tyranny ) 
made great diſcoveries of the May of Sn, the Son of Perdition, 
who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is called God; Ty- 
rannizing over their Souls and Bodys; and now ſighing and ſay- 
ing, O Lord our God, other Lords beſides thee have had Dominion 
aver 1s ; but now by thee only will we makg mention of thy Name, 

Iſa. 26. 13. 

Now for the Loxds Remnant, under and after all theſe 
Bonds and Engagements to God, and one to another,with ex- 
periences of Gods appearing for them ; for them to turn back 
to Egypt and Balylon, and break Covenant with God, and wn 
wit 
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with another z For: thew again to ſet up what they had de: 
firoyed in Gods Name,” Spirit, and Power, and from which 
they were redeemed by ſo great Grace, through-many Prayers, 
with the exhauſting of ſo great Treaſure, and the price of ſo 
much Blood of Saints, With others ;' and again -(for thoſe re- 
deemed Souls) to ſubmit theix Necks to the ſame Yoke of Ty= 
ranny: this muſt needs be a fin of. high nature, and dreadfully 
provoking God, *' -— | | 


SIR, 


Ou were pleaſed to give your Underſtanding upon ſeve- 
ral Paſſages if that Paper, which I willipgly paſs, as 
" loath to take up much of your time to read over my 
thoughts in every particular z but if the Lord ſhall be pleaſed 
co bring to light, more of his ſecret Will, and our Duty in our 
Day, this Labour will not be loſt, or this time meerly ſpent ; 
and it will be found both our honour and our Souls quiet, to be 
witneſſing for Chriſt agaioſt Antichriſt, however it goes With 


| 


our outward man, 


The xoth. Month, the 
12th, Day, 1667, 


( 3x ) 


S'I R, 


judged then meet in return te yours, I was under ſome 


” Qs dayes after 1 had written my thoughts in what I 


4 


conviction in my ſelf, that I hid not fully explained 
| my Underſtanding upon Rem. 13, 1, &c. a Sctipture 
which I bad ſeveral times cited in a ſence which ſome do not 
receive. I am therefore -humbly:bold to add theſe Lines as a 
Pa#t- ſcript td the former; I find it1s the > — men 
( 2odly and learned ) That the Pagan Roman Calirs were, 4nd 
the: Antichriſtian Kings are (though wdolatrows, beaſtly, bloody Ty- 
rants ) the Magiftrates and Miniſterrof God, Conſtituted and Or- 
dained, aud Inveſted by God with all Supream Authority (14 Crol 
art) tornle over the Lords: People ; \and that the Saints are 
commended by God to ſubmit, and {ubjett to theſe Powers ( intheir 
Bodigs and Eſtates ) for the Loyds ſake, and for Conſcrente ſaks. 
This I humbly judge is Written, Printed, Preached, and Pro» 
feſled, &e. .. , 14" | 
It ſeems to.me, That the Old Teſtament (the Law and Pro- 
phets, which (peak moſt of Political Government.) are yet li- 
Jent iv this point, neither tecordivg the time when, the man- 
ner; hoſv, or the words of Gads Commillion,and-their Inveſt- 
ment into ſuch abſolute Soveraign Authority over his People; 
nor 1s there: ( as I know, or can be produced) any one Text 
from the Qld Teſtament, , where God by Moſes, or apy of the 
Prophets commanded his People to ſubmit: to Pagay Roman 
Ceſart, of eAntichriſtian, 1dolatrous, Beaſtly, bloody Tyrants ( ad 
Gods Ordinaxce ) far the Lords ſake, or- for {onſcience ſake. But 
the proof of this Doctrine is taken out of the New Teſtament; 
and two-great Apoſtles of Chriſt, Peter and Paul, are made the 
only Fathers of this Opinion, which I defire to; examine. 
. The Riſe and Original of the Pagan Ceſars (or theq*', Em- 
pits ) was firſt fore-ſhewed by:the Prophet Danel,. in theſe 
words ; eAfter this 1 ſaw inthe Night-Viſions, and behold, a 


Dan. 7. 7. ex- 


fourth Beaſt, dreadfnl and terrible, and ſtrong exceedingly » and - pounded v.23. 


ad great won teeth ; it devoured, and brakg in pieces, and (Iampe 


the reſidue with the feet of it, And it was divers from all the Beaſts 
"» that 


- 


Ti 
pt 32 ) 
that were before it ;and it had X borns, Here Damel (in his time) 
|| deſcribed the fourth Empire, whence it was, ver. 3, after what 
| it was, and how it atedin power and ſtrength ( by Gods per- 
miſſion ) but not by Gods Inſtitution and Commiſſion, that 


tl can be proved. 
PN The Riſe and Original alſo of Antichriſt (or the Antichrifti- 
Pay.7.8. verl. an State) I take to be darkly repreſented by Daniel, 5 the lit; 
"| +42 2:52 26327+ tHe horn that came up among the ten horns of the Roman Empire, 
I; | or Roman Beaſt ; and how that aRed alſo (by Gods permiſſion) 
i and how that Hor» and Beaſt (hall end, bt : 
g But this Hors or Beaſt 1s (hewed to the Apoſtle John, and 
deſcribed fully Rev, 13, I, 2, &c. Which 1s generally taken 
to repreſent, the Antichriflian State Civil or Political, The 
Riſe of this Beaft, was ont of the Sea ; and he had ten horns, and 
upon bus horns ten Crowns, and upon his Heads the names of Blaſ- 
phemy, veil, 1, The Dragon (or the Devil ) gave this Beaſt his 
Power, and bis Seat, and great Anthority,ver\.-2.- And thire'was 
given him a mouth (viz, t0 the Beaſt Antichriſt) ſpeaking grome 
things, and Blaſphemies, ver\. 5. And he opened bis. mouth in 
Blaſphemies againſt God, to blaſpheme his Name, and his Taber- 
wacle, and them that dwell in Heaven, ver. 6, And it was given 
hin to make war with the Saints, and to overcome them, well, 7, 
Note. Now when'the Original of Antichriſt is thus plainly ſer out, 
That his Power, Seat, and great Authority is from the Devil ; 
his work to Blaſpheme God, and his Worſhip, and to make 
war With, and overcome the Saints; how ubrealonable and un- 
warranted ſeems that. Aflertion, which yet makes the Pagan 
Roman Ceſars, wnd Antichriſtian Kings, tobe Conflitnted; Ore 
dained, and Inviſted byGod with all Supream, Magiſterial Autho 
rity, to rule over bis People (in Civil Aﬀairs ) and that the Saints 
owe ſubmiſſion, and ſubjettion unto thoſe Powers, intheir Bodies 
and Eftates, how intollerable, bloody,and tyranncal ſoever they be, 
But (tome) there ſeems. to be an unanſwerable Argumene 
couched againſt this, verſ.7. in theſe words ; And it was given 
him to make war with the Saints, and to overcome them, From 

| henceI argue, 

{11 If in the rifog State,or under the Antichriſtian Civil State, 
E|/ the Saints were in Arms lawfully, upon their own defence , 
| 224inſt Antichriſt in his Civil State, and Antichiiſt Bo go = 


I 


(133)) 

the Saints in war ; then the Saints had Civil Priviledges which 
they lawfully defended againſt Antichiilt : But under the Ci- 
vil State of Antichriſt, cc. Ergo, | .. 

I will not follow this Argument as I might, to prove it from 
the conſent of Scriptures, and Hiſtory ; but I ſhall humbly add 
my. thoughts upon rheſe words ( which. ſome think there is 
much in for Antichriſt ) viz, And it was prven him ; Rev. 13,7; 

Herewe are to enquires Firff, Who is hete to be under- 
deritood by this particle h1m, 

To this the Anſwer is clear,7t i the Beaſt Antichrift,v.1,2, 

Secondly, What Power Antichiift had ? 

The Anſwer is common, viz, Cirl Power to make war, or 
power and ſtrengtb:to raiſe Armies, and make war with, and over- 
come the Saints, 

Thirdly, How Antichriſt had or came by this Power ? 

To this the Text anſwers ; /t was gives him, 

Fowrthly, But the great Queſtionis, Who gave Antichiift 
this Power ? viz, God, or ſome other ? 

The Anſwer is plain, The Dragon gave him bis Power, and Rev. 11. 21 
his Seat, and great Authority, 

Now when che holy Gholt is thus plain, and punctual in de. 
ſcribing Antichriſt in the Original of his Power, and in the 
improvement of it, againſt God, Holineſs and Saints; that 
yet Antichriſt (ſhould be aſſerted ,the Ordinance of God,and Mie 
wiſter of God, &6, 1 confeſs I ſee no:ground for it from theſe 
Scriptures, | 

But it is ſaid by Saints to Antichriſt, as Chriſt once ſaid to Obiea' © 
Pilate ; Thou conldeft have no power at all againit me, except it Joh. _ al 
were given thee from above ; therefore he that delivered me to thee, * TTO0u 
bad the greater ſin, | $5; dt: 

To this I Reply, That (in like manner 48 Pilate was) Anti= Anſw. 
chrift was permitted of God (in whom it. was to have hindred 
It) to ariſe and get ftrength, and power to make wat with the Rev. 2. 5, 19. 
Saints, and to overcome them, either for trial of their Faith, 
or rebuke of their fin, Pilate and the Fews could have put out AR: 2- 22, 234 
no a of power again Chriſt, or Antichriſt again the Saints, N99 37+ 
but as God permitted and ſuffered, in his-own wiſdom and 
counſel, to bring to paſs his dehgnes of greater Ghace, Power, | 
and Glory, So the Devil _ power over Jo, but as God 19%: 1- 9,10, 
ed ſut- 


Witte, 


ObjeR. 
1 Cpt. 3.22% 
Anſw, 
Rom. 8. 22. 


Dan 4.17: 


(0.34) 
ſuffered and pertnitted. al { ſce not but by the ſame Argu- 
ment that the Pagan Ceſaw,and: Anticbriſtian Kings are aſſert. 
ed to be the Ordinance of God,and to be obeyed by the Lords People; 
by the ſame Argument the Devil muſt be acknowledged to be 
the Ormmnance of God, and to be obeyed.by the Sarnts, 
Or if it be ſaid, 7 hat God dath the Sxents good bythe Afiiftions 


34nd Perſecutions from Tyrants, 


I ſay, That God by his Wiſdom, Grace, and Power, ſo or- 
ders all for the good of Saints, inward or outward, and yet 
neither the Devil,or wicked menare the efhcient cauſe of that 
200d which comes to Saints by ſanRified aſflictions. Therefore 
I yet ſee not any Scripture-proof, that the Pagan Ceſars,or An 
tichriſtinn Kings are the Ordinance of God,” and 10 be obeyed by the 
Saints ,zn their Bodies and Eſtates, for the Lords ſake, and for Con« 
ſcience ſake; becauſe God uſeth theſe Rods to chaſtize the 
Saints with, As there hath no Heathen or Antichriftian State 
ariſen in the World but by Gods Permiſſion and Providence , 
{0 there hath been a concurrance of Natural Cauſes,leading t6 
ſuch Changes of Seates: and Governments ( God ſecretly car- 
rying on his defignes in them) and yer ſo as the Agents or In . 
ruments therein have not ſeen God in thoſe things, and ſo 
they have been curſed in the defignes Which they have accom= 


Tſa.10.5,6,8cPlithed agaioft the Lords People and Intereſt, Thus the Heas 
Mat. 27.1, 2» then Stare, Judas, and the Fews, came under the Curſe for de-« 


&C. 
tR. 2. 22,2 3- 


Nate: 
Joba 19. 11 


roying Feraſalezs, for betraying Chriſt, and putting him to 
death,although they fulfilled the determinate Counſel of God. 
Therefore what Chriſt ſaid of F#das, may be ſaid of every apo- 
Kate Profeſſor, who (for gain or ſelf ends) harh either former. 
ly.or in later times, betrayed. the Lords Intereſt and-People 
into the hands of Antichriftian Kings ( though by Gods ſecret 
counſel and permiſſion.) The diftrefſed Saxinrs-my ſay, He 
( or they ) that delivered m into the hands of beaſtly bloody men, 
have the preater ſin, bY 

But ſill ſome ſuppoſe that they have bur donetheir duty, 
and to confirm theit opinion and praftice, in ſubjetting unto 


' Pagan, or eAntichriſhian Kings (as having poiverot Rule over 


them in Civil Aﬀairs, by Gods appointment ) they urge the 
Writings of Peter, and.both Paxls DoRtrine and Practice ; but 


the two chief- Corner Stones on which they found their Opi- 
pion, 


4 : 
. - 
, 
l = 
. 


___ T7 | 
nion,is, 1 Pet.2, 1 3,14.49d Rm. 13.7. Of thele Scriptures 
therefore, I will take a further view, | 

The words of Petey are theſe: Submit your ſelver to every Or. 1 Pet: 2.7 3,11 
dinance of Man, for the Lords ſake, whether it be to the King as 
Saupream, Oc. E 1 l. ai" - > , i 

. In'theſe words Peter enjoyns Saints univerſal obedience to | 

every Ordinance of Man, -or Law of Man (as ſome take it) F 
Civil and Ecclefiaftical ; not conſidering the tate,condition, 
or quality of the Kings, Pagy, or Avntichriftian, But as Peter 
wrote this to Saints ander the Pager Roman Caeſars, it is'taken 
for granted, that Petey in his time commanded'thoſe Saints to 
ſubmir t6 every Ordinance of thoſe Emperous (without ex- 
ception ) though id6latrous, beaftly, bloody Tyrants. 

Some men again (godly and learned ) fee cauſe to put a Ie- 
ftrition upon Peters univerſal,\.2nd ſay, That Peters exhopta- 
tion 20 Saints in that dayj-was to ſubmitto every Ordinance 
of Man in Civil Afﬀairs' concerning the Bodies and ERates of 
Saints ;But the Saints ConſcienceFro Gol, in Spiritual things Nag, 
were, andre only under the Government and Ordinances of 
God and 'Chriltt, And thig their poſition they prove from 
other Texts, and the currant of Scripture. But I have given 
my ſence upon this place iti the former Papers, and therefore 


paſs it here.- | 
Bur che main-and chief Text in Ul the Scriptires urged, are 
the words of Pas4,' written to the Saints at Rowe, His words 
are theſe,; © 452 ARS. | 4: 
Let every ſoul be ſubjett tothe higher Powers ; for there 'is nd g. -. , 
arp bur of Gol *the Powers that begare ordajned (oxordered) of 
F y* C bod. (2D? 737 TIR# p oy C3 
! | From this Text, ſome argue thus, | | 
Firſt, That Paul commands 2 univerſal obedience to the 
Higher Powers ( by Saints and Sinners) Let every ſonl, 
Secondly, The Powers ( that be) are ordained of God. Paul 
faith not; The Powers that have been, or; the Powers that ſhall be, 
art Ordained of God ; But, the Powers [which be) are Ordained of 
God,” And the Powers Which then were in being, were the Pa- 
ganFRoman Ceſars,idolatrous,beaftly, bloodyTyrants;the which 
command is ſtill binding to Chriſtians under the like Powers. 
From this Text, {ome give the ſole Supream Power to 
E 2 Kings 


pa . 
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x Reaſon. 


Note. 
Rom.13«1,2, 
3245+ 


* Nate, 


(:36 ) 
Kings to rule over mens Bodies and Souls, as God. Some a- 
eain reſtrain the Royal Power of Kings only to the Bodies of 
; Eph. 1.214222 Saints in Civil Afairs, and give the Soveraignty of Souts to 


Chtiſt, 4s Head of the Church, upon the grounds before expreſt, 
But I muſt take the humble boldneſs ( in Truthsbehalf ) to 
diſſens from. orhers in their ſenſe upon-this Text; I humbly 
judge, that this\Text proves neither the one nox the others opt- 
nion, though ſome be godly and learned, as to the opinion. of 
thoſe, who from this Text (or any other) do give the (ole Su- 
eam Power to Men, as Lords, and Law-givers ee others, 
Pot for Soul and. Body; I paſs them by... +, \cvep1 

But to thoſe godly and Learned, who from: this Text: ( or 
any other). do plead for Saints SubjeRion to Pagan, or Amr- 
chriſtian Kings ( though idolatrous, beaſtly, bloody Tyrants) 
in Civil Aﬀais, or Temporal Juriſdiftion, for the Lords ſake, 
and for Conſcience ſake. 1 humbly.Reply, that they miſtake the 
Apokile, and miſ-apply the Text, whoſqzake the plate; 'and 
to theſe I humbly offer theſe my Reaſops,againk that ſenſe,rs 
conſideration, z” | | 

Firft, Though Paul (ay, Let every ſoul be ſubjeft tothe bigh- 
er Powers ; yet he doth not ſay, Let every ſoul be ſubject to 
the bigher Powers in all Civil Aﬀairs, concerning Bodies and: 
Eſtates; neither doth he ſay, to Pagan, or to Antschriſtian 
Powers, but with reſtrition, to Powys ordaingd of God, as bis 
Miniſters of State., Therefore, though: Paul commands ſub- 
jeRion from every ſoul, yet it is notin all things, or to all-Per- 
ſons, or Powers, but as Ordained by God, | 
. My thoughts are, That thoſe who ſee-cauſe to refirain gene- 
ral Scriptures ( which ſpeik of Soveraign Magiſterial Power 
to Civil Juriſdiction over the outward man ; and excepttheir 
Power and Juriſdiction (over ſouls in Spiritual and Ecclefiafti- 
cal things) will (upon good conſideration) ſee cauſe alſo to re- 
fizain Magiſterial Power and Juriſdition,over Bodies in Civil 
things, and will not ſtrain Texts againſt the curraft' of Scrip= 
tures, to prove What they do not hint, ; 

If we take theſe wprds of Pax, (or Peter ) as commanding 
Saints ſubjetion to the Higher Powers, (be they what they 
will) in all outward things ; this takes away the Soveraignty 

of God over Mag in all outward thipgs, and oulls the moral 
; Reg Y Law, 


37 ) 
Lav, which ſets bounds between man and man, Superiour and 
Inferiour, : Therefore upon this ground the Apoſtle cannot be 
taken in that ſenſe, wiz, to give a power to ſome men ( 212, 
to Kings ) to command others to break Gods Moral Laws, 
which Moral Laws Pas/ bimſelf maintained, and alſo taughc 
others in his Epiſtles, 

But I ſhall humbly give my ſence upon this Text ( as of 0- 
ther the like Scriptures) That both Pal and Peter do only call 
and command Saints Obedience, to all Lawful Magiſtrates, in 
all Lawful things commanded by God, and therein enjoynes 
ſubjeAion to Saints, for the Lords ſake, and for Conſcience ſake, A * 
a to God, 

Secondly, The ſcope of the Apoſtle in this place (as I judge) R 
is to preſs Saints to ſubmit and ſubjeA'to Higher Powers, or 2, Reaſon, 
Magiſtrates, as Ordained and ſet over them by God, as his Mini- 
fters in State for their good, to reſtrain fins againſt the Moral Rom. 13.1,z; 
Law, and to maintain Juſtice, Equity, and Peace between &c- 
man and man. Pau! deſcribes not here theſe Miniſters of State ©*24-18.15, 
by Names, but by their Qualities,and gives only a general de- og 6 
ſcription of Magiſtracy, to be obeyed, as Miniſters Ordained 6 LOO 
Gt D ? ” Nite. 


In the ſame, way; and after the ſame manner that Paw/ de- 
ſcribes Antichriſt, the Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition, to be 2 Theſ.2-3,4; 
reje&ed of Saints ; he here deſcribes the true Magiſtrates of Rev.14 — 
God, to be obeyed by the, Lords 1.75.4 the Lords ſake, Nev-13-1,&c, 
Surely thoſe have little fight who fee fivt, that the general 
Government of Nations is till beaſily Tyranny, both by Hes- Nee. 
then and Antichriftian Kings,. rather than the Government of 
' God for the good of Mankind, But many are ſtumbled at theſe 
words of Pazl, The Powers that be, The greatqueſtion here is, The queſtion 
to what Powers the Apoſtle refers ? viz. Whether to the Pa- to what Pow- 
' gan Ceſars Power, who were then Monarchs of all the World, <r5 Paul ic- | 
or to the Ciyil Power and Juriſdiction then exerciſed amongR**'* 
the Saints, as far as they could, or to Magiſtracy, as ordained 
and confiituted by God in the Jewiſh State. 
- If we take the Apoile in either of the latter ſenſes, there is 
Scripture-grounds for it ; but if we refer Paw/s words to the 8 
Pagan Ceſar: State, there is only this poor plea for it, That SUSE 1s 


the Pagan Ceſars were then being, and reigning in the World; rims. 
3 ibut 


Þ 


(33). 
but anſwered notto the qualifications of thoſeMiniſters of God 
as Paxl deſcribeth, Magiſtrates Ordained by God, now anſwer - 


Ren. 13-3:4,5;ug the exds of Government, . The Ceſars then being and reigning , 


in the World, is but a circumltance of time, but the qualitica- 
tions of Rulers, and the ends of Government, are Eſſentials 
in Magiſtracy ; and therefore to expound Pas! by a conceived 
circumitance, ihen and where the Eflentials of Government 
(«4 Ordained by God ) are wanting, cannot be held Orthodox 
and ſound, ButLif we take Pas! in theſe words, The Powers 
that be, to refer to that Civil Power and Juriſdiction reſting 
at that time, and ſeated in the Saints by God, ( according to 
the Moral Law given tg 1ſrael) there is much Reaſon and Scrip? 
ture to confirm this Expoſition, | | 
Firſt, Before Chriſt left the World, he devolved the admi- 


Mat.28.18,8 niltration of all that Power and Authority ( Civil and Spiri- 


Mar.25.14. 
Mar.1 3.34. 


7-Cor.6.4. 


cual ) over his own People, (as intruſted with him by the Fa- 
ther) to his own Servants, ES FOR9 RE; 2'Þ 
Secondly, In Panls time, there were Saints in the Chutches 
who were fitted and qualified for Civil Governours or Ma- 
Siſtrates. OY 
Thirdly, In Pauls time, the Sain's had ſufficient Laivs, and 
power of ſuriſdition, to hear ard determine'all Civil differ», 


ences amongſt themſelves, that they needed not to go tb Law 


| | before the Pagan Governours ; and therefore Pan! ſharply re- 


x Cor. 6.4 


' * Wore, 


3. Reaſor. 


proved the Saints of Corinth for going to Law before the nnjuſt,and 


not before the Saints, 

Theſe Conſiderations have ſwayed with me, and I know 
not one argument to ſhake me in my nidgement, as this ſevſe 
hath the currant of Scripture With it,” But if we ſhall yet ſup- 
poſe, that there wants ſome words in theText (as is comion) 
to clear and fill the Apoſtles meaning; yet the current ofthe 
following Verſes (which gives the qualifications of Mag:ſtrates, 
as conſtitcted by God ) carries Paws ſence from 'the Pager 
Romay Caſars, that they were not the Powe1s which he ihtend-" 
ed, neither eAntichr;ftian Kings. OY y HTC 014CD ILl 
' My Third Reaſon'is, 'If we infer from Pan!, or Peter, That 
Pagas, or Antichriſtian Kinot werezor are Powers to be ſubmitted 
and ſubjefted to by Saints in all Civil affarrs (without |1mitation, or 
reſtrition ro the Law-of God ) then Suits were, and are to vhey' 

| en 


(39) 

Men (in Civil things ) —_- than God ; -and the Command of 
a King is Authority for Saints to break, the Moral Laws of God, 
and Nature, and not ſin, Surely, if the Bodies and Eſtates of 
men, be left by God, to the Wills, Luſts and Commands of 
any Emperaurs, Kings or States ( and Saints bound to obey 
themin all outward natural things) then if Emperors, Kings, 
or States make Laws to break and void the Laws of God and 
Nature, the Saints mult yet obey themin thoſe things, But 
this ſenſe and interpretation of the place, is ſo groſs and con- 
trary to the current of Scripture, that this —_ be received, 
but (ome other ſenſe mult be ſought out ; and am perſvaded 
that chis ſenſe following is according to Truth, wa. That 4, , Gs 
Paul hath bounded the Authority of Parents over Children, and of . r os Wh 
Maſters over Servants, ts the Law of God, and Rules of God ; and Col. 3.021 
therein commands Children to obey Parents, and Servants to obey &C. 
Maſters in all things in the Lord, as to God and Chriſt : Sothe 
fame Apoſtle enjoyns Saints ſubjettion to Lawful Magiſtrates, in 
all lawful things, as to Political Fathers or Governours, for the pg,,,. 
Lords ſake, and for Conſcience ſaks to God ; and'no further. : 

My Fonrth Reaſon follows. It is recorded in Scripture (48 4, Reaſor; 
an approved evidence of the Fear of God, in many of the | 
Lords Servants) to light and diſobey the cruel Laws and 
Commands of Kings in Moral Civil things ; and in that diſ- \ 
cb:dience, God owned and honoured them. Of theſe the 
Scriptures give many Examples : As The Midwives of Egypt; Ex0d-1-17,20 
The Parents of Moſes; Moſes himſelf ; Obettiah, &c. And; .., 
though thoſe high expreſſions of the Three Children, of Peter, ,,_ _—_ 
and other Apoſtles, ſpoken boldly before Magiſtrates in Coun- 1 King.18. 3:4: 
fel, be ordinarily reſtrained to ſpiritual things and worſhip, yet 
I judge, that thoſe Saints did not intentionally ſo take them, 
but they may alſo as truly be ſpoken by Saints in Civil natu- 
ral Priviledges, when demanded from them, or they com- 
manded by man to break any Moral Law of God. We are nit Dan. 3.16. 1 
careful to anſwer thee in this matter ; We ought toobey God ra- AR. 4.19. and 
ther than Man, 5 5-2 9+ 


Nate: 


My Fifth and Laſt Reaſon is; God is Supreamly ( above Þ 
all Perſons and Powers ) to be feared, obeyed, and ſerved by MS . ye 
Saints and Sinners, in all Commands, Natural and Spiritual, j,;xe 12. 5. 


Civil or Ecclefiaſtical, as he made, and hath power over Bodys 1a. 8. : 33 14- 
and 


\ Deur. I 3. 4 
1 Chr, 16. 25, 
Gen. 17. 1: 


Note. 


TPP 046) | 

and Souls, to ſave, ot to deftroy eternally. God igonly tobe 
feared and obeyed by his Children an ns, and not 
Emperours, Kings, or States ( whoever they be) in any 
Commands which are contrary to the Laws and Commands 
of God Almighty. All that Power and Authority which Aſ«- 
Liſtrates can exerciſe over their Brethren (by Divine Right) is 
by the Law and appointment of God for the good of Mankind, 
No one man, as a Child of Adam, bath power of Juriſdiion 
over another, but in the way and manner Which God hath Or- 
dained and Appeinted in his Law : Therefore it ſtands not 
with the Revealed Will of God in the Scriptures, or Natural 
Reaſons, that any Perſons,or Powers on Earth, are Inveſted by 
God with Supream Power, cither to command any Perſon to 
do what God forbids, or to forbid what God commands, in 
matters Civil, Spiritual, or Ecclefiaſtical. 

Thus I have given my underſtanding upon Rom, 13.4, at 


which ſo many have, and yet do ſtumble and fall ſorely. 


hh 
4 _—_ 


The 1oth. Month, the 
20th, Day, 166 7, - 
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